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witches' Sabbath, they burned a
goodly number for their delight. Such
waa the custom in France for many a
generation, while in Flanders they were wont
to throw them from chnrch-steeple and tower.
History tells ns how Louis XIII, when a
child, onee begged of his father the lives of
all that were to be thrown into the fire; but
no chronicler reports whether the nine lives
providentially gronted to cals ever saved
them from cruel martyrdom. 1In the town of
Ypres, at all events, this does not seem to
have been the case, for there the barbarouns
custom continued till the year 1518! Bince
witehes have gone ont of fashion, cats have
somewhat recovered their good reputation;
perhaps this is to be ascribed to the fact that
the French have given Passy as a pet to the
]l;:uon saint of lawyers, St. Ives, although
belanis already interprets the association as
by no means peculiarly ereditable to the bar.
- - - L - -
The clever French missionary Hue, who, with
his companion Cabet, first gavens an intelligent
account of life in the interior of the Flowery
Kingdom,was not a little surprised, and quite
incredulous at first, when his Chinese friends
told him that cats were their watches, and
enabled them to tell, with unerring accuracy,
tho hour of the day. He learned, however,
by careful observation, that this was really
so; for he noticed that the pupil of every
cat he saw, though wide open in the early
morning, wonld gradually contract as the
sun rose; at noon a perpendicular line of
extreme delicacy would be all that was
left to be seen, and then the pupil
would dilate again, to return to its natural

and the fierce cognette is perfectly sure she
will see him roturn ere lony to receive his
reward,

But we mnst not judge hastily, and fancy
that caterwauling is poor Passy's only voeal
performance. BSo far from it, cat's voioes are
very peculiar, and so nnusually flexible that
many notes approach the tones of the hnman
voice—mysterious sounds which made the
cat an object of superstitious veneratlion in
olden times.

From the article on “‘Our Civil Service,”
by A. R. Macdonough, we make this ex-
traot: —

One hundred wmillions of dollars, one-
fourth the revenue to be raised by our tax
and tariff laws, vanishes before it reaches the
Treasury. One-fourth of the impost laid for
the support of Government upon the lubor of
the working classes and the ability and capi-
tal of those who do not live by wages goes to
maintain idlers and cheats in the publie
offices. One-fourth the prica paid by toil for
its protection by law feeds the worthless lives
of &use who creep into place to corrupt or
break law, It has come to this, that the Goy-
ernment founded for the test good of the

test number manages its pec affairs

or the benefit of the worst few ot the cost of
the many. In the customs department, it is
estimated by the highest authority that from
negligence and connivanee, which defects in
the law assist, the Government does not re-
ceive more than one-half the duties it is enti-
tled to. At the port of New York alone there
is a yearly loss to the revemue of over

size by sunset. And when poor Pussy has
served her time as a dial, she is served up |
herself—not in disguise, as in French restau-
yants, but boldly and boastingly. In many a
lowly house in town, and in almost every farm-
house in the country, & number of cats are
seen fastened to obains for the p of |
fattening them; and in the market-houses
they hang in low rows, exhibiting their |
snowy whiteness, and with heads and tails |
earefully left untouched, to testify to their |

enxineness, Hence the fondness of the

hinese to introduce them in their illustra-
tions of happy indoor life; while their strange
neighbors, Japanese, show here also their
superiority, being fond of caricaturing the
poor creatures, aud making fun of them after
their own manner.

L » L - -

After the days of persecution were over in
FEurope, cats ceased to appear in history, ex-
cept on gsorrowful occasions, when they were
nsed to amuse men, and to exhibit man's in-
eredible meanness. Thus, we are told by

ve historians that Philip II of Spain
heartily only once in his life. It was
when, in the year 1540, he made his solemn
entry into Brussels. Among other ingenious
contrivances to amuse him, he was met by a
wagon on which & bear stood before what
meomed to be a large organ; but in reality it
was a box containing twenty cats, whose tails
were tied up to meet the keys of the instru-
ment. When the bear was stirred up he
would smite the keys, the keys wonld pull the
tails, and the poor eats wonld cry piteonsly,
while monkeys danced merrily to the sad,
miserable music. Aud the king langhed!
The same savage crnelty has been repestedly
shown to poor Pussy, and even this oentnrg
has witnessed a similar cat econcert, whio
was given in London. )

Pussy finds ample compensation, it is to be
ho; in the almost universal tenderness and

ection with which she is treated by women,
and the fondness with which she has even
inspired the greatest of men. Who does not
know Tasso's charming sonnet to his cat?—
one of the brightest mmong his smaller gems;
and Petrarch is said to have loved his cat only
less than his Laura; so that whal he could not
do for the Iatter he did for his pet—he had
her embalmed and kept her as long us he

thirty millions, The tax on spirits fails by
tens of millions te yield its due frnit. The
journals teem with accounts of frands and de-
falcations in the public service, in which the
sucoessful scoundrel soorns to swoop at less
than a fortnne. These operations vary in
their methods; being conducted sometimes
with the secrecy of collusion, and sometimes
with the boldness of deflance, The scent of
such corruption attracts from afar clonds of
obscene birds who settle upon our coasts as
fraudulent importers, thrive by the aid of
venal accomplices, and return home with
their spoil to defame republican institutions.
The gibbet, that melancholy sign of ecivili-
zation which greeted the voyager to a strange
shore, should rise beside our light honses to
punish that combined breach of hospitality
and honesty committed by these Hessians of
trade. Other plunderers along our extended
frontier, uniting skill with daring, elude
the payment of dutics by smuggling, to
the rmin of honorable merchants as well as
to the injury of the Government. Still more
outrageously, illicit distillers, trusting the
supineness and disdaining the safe purchase
of official friends, intrench themnselves in the
heart of cities, and wage a little war against
the troops sent to dislodge them. And others
still, boldly steaming into the large ports,
buy or watch the opportunity of landing

of their cargoes in fraud, and pay from
the plunder for the desperate services ren.
dered in some cases by their villainons tools
in maiming end murdering the faithful offi-
cials set to wateh them, No wonder that,
with decency discouraged by such associa-
tions, and Lonesty deterred by such dangers,
the civil service sinks slea.dilg into deeper dis-
eredit,. No wonder, when Congress rejects
an enlightened plan for its reform, that on
the very day that plan was defeated, a frand
bya Treasury clerk should have been detected
to an amount that wonld have paid for the
expense of establishing it. 'Thus, instead of
greating schools for training yonng men in
the various branches of the ecivil service, as
other goveruments have done, we convert
our public offices intoseminaries where every
art of fraud is taught, and pay our pupils for
learning to cheat us more uhrewtfly. The
United Btates indeed “builded worse than
they knew" in erecting on the island of Man-
hattan that stately pile which invites tenants

lived, Ouardinal Wolsey never sat on his
sulmost regal throne, when he officiated as

Chaneellor, without having one or two of his |

favorite cals by his side; and Richelien's grim

humor required the constant presence of o |

number of kittens, whose merry gambols
alone could elicit a smile and soothe bis temper,
Chateanbriand was so pussionately fond of cats
thatthe Pope, to whom he went as ambassador,
conld not & more suitable and acceptable
sresent for the devout son of the Church than

i# predmmorm L] flvo::: moi:i a;d fwhainedﬁ;o
groat author was B a fanc o
m.lwgmwlngmhh pets, from his olose
intimacy and great fondness. Nor have other
suthors disdained to sing the praise of Pussy:
Oanning, and Gray, and Cowper have left
their tribute to their effectionate friends;

worthy of the edifices of Blackwell's, shelters
inmates whom the hospital and the bridewell
wounld welcome home, and promotes its candi-
| dates from the pot-house through public ser-
vice to the penitentiary. Pity that so few
! exchange official pap for the more wholesome
black bread and broth of Sing Sing.
Yet this dilapidation of our flnances, and
the consequent strain upon our resources,
rave as these mischiefs are, do not complste
| fba view of the serious evils inflicted by the
| wretched condition of our civil service, These
conspicuons samples of no'i.lsganoo permitted
and wrong tolerated b supreme power
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Losses puld since organization, . < D600, 000 10
Receipts of Promivm, "W, .. ..., eenann D00 T 48
Interost from investments, 1869, .. ............0 L4007
S
Loeses paid, 1869, Jan. 1, I8W. .. cvevnvnnarnanss ..ﬁmd
BTATEMENT O F THE ASSETS,

First Mortgagoes on City Property, .. ...eewes .y,

United Btates uouru‘:uempa:ﬁ other Loan e
B s e N L
nah B OO0, o covenrsninnsnsneens sf?!w'&

L ﬂmm‘&m Recuriiy
AR mﬁ ll'«l’ ﬁ’ .................

% B, 00

Noten eivable, most arine Premioms,,  B31L044w)
L s 20,867-00
Mwi oourse of transmission. . .......... ]
nantt arine Promiums, .. .....,... coes 1OOSO0°00
Roal Estate, Office of Uampany, Philadelphia, 30,000
83,75,581'W

. DIRECTORS.

Arthur G. Coffi Francia R, OW'E
Bamuel W. Jonos, [ Mw;ll'z H. Trotter,
John A. Brown, | Kdward 8, Clarke,
Ubarlos Tglt r, T, Charlton Henry,
mbrose Eu. Alfred D. Jonsup,
Willlam Welsh, Louis O Madeira,
B, Morris Waln, Ubns. W, Oushman,
Ji ason, Olemont A. Griscom,

William Brockie,

ARTHUR G. UOKIFIN, Prosident.
UHARLES FLATT, Vice-Prea't.

Marrrias Mans, Secrotary,

U. H. Rexves, Assistant Boorotary, 208

1829. CHARTER PERPETUAL. 1870

Fraklin Fire Tosurance Company

OF PHILADELPHIA,

Office, Nos, 435 and 437 CHESNUT St

Assets Jan. 1,70, $2,825,731'61

CAPTRAR et ca iy oy 2sdvey £4000,000°00
ACURUED SURPLUS AND PREMIUMS.. 2,425,701 67
INCOME FOR 180, LOSSI::{I{’MI_) IN 1849,

Losses i snce 182 over $5500000

Porpetual and Temporary Policies on Li erms,
The tk\ﬁmmhmu livies upon mm. of all

H e TRRANKLIN® has 5o DISEUTED CLATH.

DIREOTORS,
Alfrod G, Baker, Alfrod Fitlor,
Samuel Grant, T an B n.r‘n,
George W, Richurds, flliam 8. Grant,
lpanc Lea, otmnas N
George Fales, L LYRED G BARER, Forotent.
. + £ residen
FALIS, Vice President.

GEORGE I
JAMES W, McALLINT KR, Sec A
THHODORE M. RECER A e Booretary,

2104
HE ENTERPRISE INBURANCE CO. OF
. PHI KLPHIL
Ofice B. W, mﬁo@ TH H‘}" Btrosta
PERPETUAL A i
CABEH Gapital (paid B 18 Falls....-orses o 88000500
Cash Assets, Jan. 'ﬁ%‘ﬁﬁ""‘mm'"
'alnh‘;t:m«r ' li (V] o
chi Bt. Avwoda, W0, Boultoare

W
ACOB K

W G.
onj. T. Tredick, | rlu\"hﬁd.-,
| Goor, nl:h. Btoart, | onlgomery,
| Jobm . Hrown o8 M. Asrtagn,
RATOHVORD g1y
- .‘{gow MERY, Vice President.

KREON. 2 smiziant Bocretary

Aleo, 6 large and splendid assortment of new styles :FAHI INSURANCE COMPANY.

No, 800 OHESNUT Strest.
INCORPORATED l84. OHARTER PERFETUAL,
OAPITAL, $300,000,
FIRR INESURANUE EXULUSIVELY,
Ionvares agaiost Loss or Damage by Fire sitber by Per.

OHARLES RICHARDSON, Prosidust.
WILLIAM H. RHAWN, Vice Presidect.
WILLIAMS L. BLANCHARD, Bocretary, 788

'1!':11’.‘ PENHBYLVAN}M'IRI INSURANCE

j EDUCATIONAL.

8 CH O 0 L
HARVARD UNIVERSITY,

Oasvnnmor, Maes,
Second Torm V-0 h:ﬁim 215t Febiruary, 1570,
INSTRUUTORS AND TOPIOS,
Nathaniel Holmes, A, M., Royall Professor.—Domestio
Relations, Kquity Pleading, aod Evidence.
M., Dane g’mfﬂlnot.- Nego-

OF

L A W

Christopher O. Langdell, A
tinble Fa

Charles B.
perty.

Edmund H. Bennett, A. M., Lecturer.—Crimioal Law,

Wills, and Adminisiration,

John 0. Gray, Jr., A. M., Lecturer.—Jurisprudence of
the United btates snd nankruptoy,

The instraction is by lectores, most eourts, exercises in
writton and oral discussion of legal subjects, aod prepars-
tion of pleadings.

The library is one of the most complote im the Un/ted
States, and in some departments unogoalled ; it now com-
rﬂuu ;h:hut 16,000 volumes, and adcitions are constantly

peing made,

"I'h: feon are 850 por term, and 435 for ono-half or any
smaller fraction of a term. No e tes chargoes,

ravd Partnership,
1adley, Li. D), Lecturer.—Law of Real Pro

¥ imission to the scbool, catalogues, circular. or
any Information, addreas JUA. Ln WHITTIER,
go" | Regiserkr.

MERICAN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC,
No. 1034 WALNUT and No. 566 North BROAD 5t
Books ara now open for the reception of new students
for the Spring Quarter. Karly application will secure
chaowol hoars, -~ 0 Sllim
188 BUB£NU?AL’TONMB!E£EBTO AN-
- e mﬁ‘tﬂaﬁﬁ ML PTANG”
'‘orm begion arch L
s:;ai@. ?" _._lL Bnmt‘& Oo. No. lilf Oligm

PIANOS.
ity STEINWAY & SONS’
PIANOS.

BLASIUS BROS,
No. 1006 CHESNUT STRERT,

218 PH[MDILI’_}II_:&T_
ALBRECHT,
_— RIEKES & wnu’ggr. (o=
FIRSTULASS PIANO-FORTES,

- '”“_mﬂﬂ“ﬂ‘ﬁrﬁt 610 AROH Street.

TO ALL WANTING FARMS IN A LOCAL-

ity Exempt from Fevers, and Lung Complaints,—
To Farmers, Hortioulturists, Mechanics, Capi-
tallsts, Gentlemen of Lelsure, Invalids, and
all wanting a homestead in o climate of un-
surpassed salubrity, from the rigors
of & Northern winter, and in close connec-
tion with the commercial centres of the South, Few
if any sections offer such a combination of Induce-
ments as the town of Alken, 8, €., and {18 viclnity
for a degirable and permanent home. A pamphlet
of B4 pages now ready, containing » description of
the climate, soils, and the nature of the products o
the vicinity of Alken, especially frult, cereals, cotion,
corn, vegetables, ete,, Including extracta from
letters of distingulshed visitors, correspondents,
action of town councils lnviting emigrants, eto , to
which is added a desoriptive Jiat of property for sale,

excimpt

water powers, kaolin deposits, nnlmproved lands,
and town residences, For sale by E. J. C. WOOD,
Real Estate Agent, Alken, 8, C, The book will be

J. C. DERBY, Publisher, P. 0. Box No. 1409, New
York, until 1 of February, after thal date a
Alken, 8. C. 1178m

M ERRICEKE &
BOUTHWARE FOUNDRY,
No. $30 WABHINGTON AVENUE, Philadelphia,
WILLIAM WRIGHT'S PATENT VARIABLE
CUT-OFF STEAM ENGINE,
Regulated by the Governor,
MERRICK'S BAFETY HOISTING MACHINE,
mu:mna -

PATENT VALVELESS wu%“rm HAMMER
B,
PATENT BELF-C § m-wﬂ

fnelnding improved farms, orchards, vineyards, |

sent by mall on receipt of price, {0 cents, Address

he enve and must be farnished
and dwnmuh all mme despatah, oonm:
in all respects, rendy for use, and In such gusn

e may be required to Al the daly orders of
masters; the deliveries to be made elther at the
Office Departiuent, Washington, D, ., or at the
ofllce of an agent t!’u!ynumo 2ed 1o Inspect and re-
ceive the rumw:)lha place of dellvery to be at the
option of the Postuuster-General, and the cost of
delivering a8 well as all expense of packing, ad-
dressing, labeling, and water-proofing, to be pth by
the conlractor,

Bidders are notified that the Department will re-
quire, a8 & condition of the contract ,that the en-
velopes aud wrappers shall be mnnn"wtnmd and
stored In such manner a8 Lo ensure security against
logs by fire or theft. The manufactory mustst all
times be subject o the inepection of an wgent of the
Department, who will require the stipulations of the
contract to ke Inithlully observed.

The dies for embegsing the gl’l.l‘ﬁ Ramps on the
envelopes and wrappers are be exccuted to the
satiafaction of the aster-General, In the best
style, and they are to be provided, renewed, and.
kept 1o order at the expense of the contractor, The
department reserves the right of requiring new dies.
lor any stamps, or denominations of stamps not now
used, and any changes of dies or colors shall be
made without extea chinrge,

Specimens of the stamped envelopes and wrap-
pers now in use may be seen at any of the )
post onl but thess specimens are not 0 be re-
gardea as the style sud goality nxed by the
ment a8 & standwrd for the new contract; bldders
are therefore [nvited to submit samples of other
and different qualities and styles, Inclu the
paper proposed as well as the manuf ] €n-
::&P"l, wrappers, aud boxes, and make thelr

- The mm’ will be awarded to the bidder whose
proposal, althongh it be mot the lowest, 18 con-
sidered most sdvantageous to the Ty
taking into account the pri qunmkof the sam-
plu{ workmanship, abd the sufficency and
ability of the bidder to manufasoture and deliver ths
cuvelopes and wrappers in accordance with the
terins of this advertisement; and no proposal will
he considered unless accompanied by a sufficlens
and satisfactory guarantee. The Postmaster-Gene-
ral nlso reserves the right to reject any asd all bida,.
if in his judgment the interesis of the Government

uire it

‘llwt&w cloTl :o contract the lgfotmdl bidder
may require prepare new dles, and sobmis
fropresgions thereof. TUHE USE OF THE FRAESENT DIES
MAY OIt MAY NOT BE CONTIN UKD,

Bonds, with approved ana saMelent mrm in
the sum of §200,000, wil be required for the ol
performance of the contract, as required by the
seventeenth sectlon of the act of Congress, nmveu
the 20th of August, 1842, and payments Bald
contract will be made quarterly proper ad-
Justment of secounts.

The Postmuster-General regerves to himself the

right to annul the coutract whenever the or
l}l, part thereof, is offered for sale for tho

of speculation; and under no cirenm [
transfer of the contract be allowed or

to any party who shall in the of the
Postmasier-General, less able to fulllll the condl-

tions thercof than the original contractor. The

r;gﬂm Is dwﬂnmr&d‘hwm ll;omcoug'wl »
failure 1o perform o supulations.
The number of envelopes of slzes, and g

wrappers lgsued to Postiasterd d‘uﬂn&:no
ended June 80, 1560, was a8 follows, —
No, 1. Note slze—1,114,000,
No, & etter slze; (nmot heretofors

used),
Nu.wl.wm letter slze, (ungummed, for oirculars)
=, 160,000,
No. 4. Full letter size.—67,567,000,
No. 0. Bxtra letter size, (angummed, for efrenlars)

— B44,b00,
g:;.'a.. Extra letter size—d4, 204,500,
No., 7. OMcial gige—aong,and,
No. & Extra ofticlnl glge1700.
H?Pmnm be a:i'ow enveloped and sealed
1.9
marked “Proposals for ‘umpul hvw
Wrappers,” and to the Third i)
Postmaster-General, Post OfMoe Department, Wash.

ington, D, C,
JOHN A. J. CRESWELL,
111 eodtM1 Postmaster m_

| ~ WANTS. '
q’“’? ‘;“1&3}&3“ .
pare: 0
the whole of time or for sjpare
and table,
| gu:m“mum nwinln:?ﬁmmb& l.olr;fihlll(]%

EIRELIALIIIIK

. of
itevary Com, of the and

est family n‘:ﬁm published —ali l-ta. mall.

A fi.m& 0., Augusis, Malne. ﬁ

‘QROCERIES AND PROVISIONS.

‘anuu. MEAGHER & 0O,
| Ko 288 Bouth SIXTEENTH EBueet,

V:lholnm and Hetall Dealers in

VIBLO ) TERRAPINAR
f&g-!- Katra Csuned

Frir Cunned ARPARAG -

~ ®TOVES, RANQES, ETO,
a THOMSON'S LONDON KITCHENE)
or KUHOIE . or famil) e

ENTY DIFFERE

)



